
Upper School Program Components 
 
 

1. Writers program 
a. Unjournal: Once a week, students will write to a prompt that 

challenges their creativity. 
b. Home Journal:  Every Thursday, students use their writing block to 

write prompted essay focused on what they learned that week in their 
science block. A writing target is also identified. Students use the class 
time to write a first draft. The first draft is then taken home and edited 
by parents. Students write a second draft as homework to bring on 
Monday. 

c. Writers workshop: Twice a week, students will use the writers 
workshop format to write about topics of their own choosing 
(unprompted). For the first term, the type of writing (narrative, 
expository, imaginative) will be chosen for them, but they will have 
more opportunities to choose their writing type as the year 
progresses. As each writing type is explored, students will read model 
essays (good and bad) and review the state rubric for that type.  

d. Word Work: Three times per week. Students add words to their 
Vocab/Spelling grids from Sitton Spelling lessons, words they 
misspelled in their Home Journal or Writers Workshop, unit content 
words, and challenge words. Students practice these words with a 
partner and are tested on these words every other week. 

 
2. Reading Program 

a. Guided Reading—Once a week, students will be in leveled guided 
reading groups. This will be 6-8 groups. Students will use the Junior 
Great Books curriculum or literature circles. The lower groups (4th 
and 5th grade reading level) will focus more on reading cues and 
fluency while the upper groups will focus more on literary analysis. 

b. Readers Workshop—twice a week, students will be read a novel of 
their choice and respond in their reading response journals. The 
emphasis will be on literary analysis. Each week, the teacher will 
focus on a different aspect of literary analysis (plot, conflict, character 
development, theme, resolution, etc.) during mini-lessons. 

c. Shared Reading—teachers may choose to have the whole class read a 
novel and discuss. The novels will usually be tied to the science 
content. 

d. Textbook (Non-fiction) Reading—once a week, students will read 
(individually or in pairs) their science textbook. Each week the 
teacher will focus on a different non-fiction skill during mini-lessons. 
The textbook usually introduces these concepts in the text. In addition 
to textbooks, students will also read and discuss other non-fiction 
such as science newspaper and magazine articles. Scientific non-
fiction will often be used in integrated Team Tasks. 



 
3. Math Program:  Students are grouped by grade level. CMP is used as the 

curriculum for the program. Teachers follow the model of introducing the 
idea, students working in pairs or small groups to develop their own 
understanding of the concepts. Students and teachers then come back 
together to discuss their findings with students work (on the document 
camera) as the central points of discussion and to illustrate student 
understanding. The rest of class and homework is used to further refine and 
develop those concepts discussed in class. In general, teachers strive to 
complete one lesson per day with some type of homework daily. The 
homework may be to complete the investigation or a few problems from the 
ACE. Two targets are given to students for homework and the extension 
problems are usually used as a challenge problem.  
 

4. Science Program: The upper grades program is similar to the lower grades 
with a few exceptions.  

a. In 6/7 teachers teach the same content twice in one year to different 
groups of students in a 6/7 blend . In the third term, students are 
grouped by grade level. The next year, two different science themes 
are taught to the blended classes. 

b. Some social studies standards are covered in our science content, but 
the history standards are not. Some of these are met by the Social 
Awareness class. 
 

5. Social Awareness: This class is unique to Springwater and the Upper Grades. 
Students will be placed in groups that will be mixed age and mixed gender. 
The groups will change regularly.  The idea for the class is to bring the issues 
of middle school students to the forefront where they can be examined and 
discussed. The history content will be examined in a way to glean lessons 
that guide students even today.  
Content will rotate between three topics: 

a. Social issues and team building(first term) 
b. History content (second term) 
c. Health (third term) 

 
6. Friday Field Study: Because of the intense nature of the science content, FFS 

may be different from the rest of the school in that time may be in the lab or 
in the classroom delving deeper into science concepts. For topics, such as 
physics, which are not as easily explored in a natural setting, FFS may be 
more focused on Observation Location, exploratory hikes, reading outside, 
and other activities that develop an appreciation for nature but do not 
necessarily tie to specific scientific content.  
Additionally, many FFS’s will focus on our Phenology Study which is a year 
long investigation into how plants respond to changes in climate. 

 



7. Electives/Artist in Residence:  This year, students will rotate by grade 
level through three different Artists in Residence: Fine Art, Drama, 
and Technology. 
 


